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This program is a fantastic transition opportunity for children's
skill-building and independence. - Drop in Program Parent

The program isn’t about kids waiting in a big gym - it’s about providing them with
care, education and social development. - ASAP Program Parent

The RFTS program has given me the knowledge to enjoy my child
through all stages of her development. - RFTS Parent

These quotes from a few of our program participants aptly illustrate the significant impact that Family
Network has had on the young children and families of our community. For the past 25 years we have
had the privilege of helping to foster the growth and development of thousands of young children and
families. It is hard to believe that the first children who graduated from our original Parent Child Drop-
In Center are all grown up and will one day be starting families of their own.

Family Network is proud of our history of supporting and strengthening generations of young children
and families in our community. In FYO7 our agency continued to meet our mission by serving 1,637
participants in our center.

This past year our Parent Child Center served 523 participants and expanded our services to meet the
needs of single parents by offering a dinner and discussion group with activities for children from birth
to age six. The Drop-In program also created a unique program during our Dual Language Mornings
entitled “Sharing Traditions and Talents.” In this innovative and successful offering, Spanish and English
speaking families came together to share meaningful customs and unique experiences from their vari-
ous cultures and backgrounds.

Our Right From The Start Program grew to serve 1,055 participants. New groups to improve the health
and well-being of our children and families were introduced including an aerobic class taught by a
Spanish speaking instructor in which families exercise to the energetic rhythms of Latin America. Other
preventative health related offerings focused on conditions impacting the Latino Community including
childhood obesity and diabetes. As a direct result of the Right From The Start program, 100% of our
prenatal participants were linked with a medical provider and attended at least five prenatal visits. Ad-
ditionally 99% of the enrolled children received all of their immunizations at appropriate ages.

Our After School Activity Program (ASAP) has experienced another successful year of programming in
our classrooms. From homework help to structured activities such as science, arts and crafts and spe-
cial events, the program continued to thrive and provide a unique enrichment experience for students
from kindergarten to 5th grade. In response to the growing after school care needs of working families
in the community, ASAP with the generous support of District 112 secured an additional classroom
at our Wayne Thomas location. This collaborative effort will increase the program’s capacity to 70
children in FY08.

Providing 25 years of superior service to the young children and families of our community is a signifi-
cant accomplishment that would not have been possible without our dedicated staff, Board, Advisory
Committee, and volunteers. However in order for Family Network to maintain our position as one of
the premier family support agencies in the area, we need your help. Your financial support is critical to
help us continue to provide an expansive array of valuable services that both strengthen and enhance
our community.

Please consider supporting us so that we extend our services to future generations of Family Networkers
for the next 25 years and beyond.

Jordan Friedman, Center Director
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Dear Family Networkers,

It is with great excitement that we
celebrate the 25th anniversary of
Family Network. Since 1982, Fam-
ily Network has been a place for
parents to gather, share their lives
and watch their children grow. It is a
place where children have come to-
gether to learn, to play and to build
friendships. Over the past two and
half decades, Family Network has
grown from a parent/child drop-in center serving a handful of families to a burgeoning
agency serving more than 300 families per year from over 30 surrounding communities.

Not only has our drop-in center grown, but our other programs as well. The Right From
The Start /Desde El Principio Program, formed in 1994, was created to support the
emerging Latino immigrant community in Highland Park and Highwood. Right From the
Start now serves 283 families in the greater community. The After School Activity Program
(ASAP), begun in 2004, provides much needed after school care services for children
of working parents. Over the past three years the program has grown to accommodate
the needs of 70 children throughout North Shore District 112 at two elementary schools,
Wayne Thomas and Indian Trail.

Along with the changes to Family Network’s programs, you may also notice a change in
our logo. Our Board of Directors officially adopted an updated logo in honor of our 25th
anniversary. The new logo incorporates a graphic element of people representing Family
Network’s service to individuals growing in age and stages reflecting the populations
served in our 3 programs. The varying shades of people represent our agency’s diversity.

Our programs may have grown and our logo may have changed but our mission remains
the same. Family Network started with a vision and mission to support families in the com-
munity by starting a Drop-In center for families with young children.

We have been fortunate to be able to expand on that mission throughout our twenty-five
year history because of the generous support of people like you. Please be generous
when sending your contribution in the envelope enclosed. Thank you for
being Family Network’s pariner over the years. We eagerly look forward to
our next 25 years with your continued support.

Sincerely,
Kirsten Laurie Marisa Ozburn
Co-President Co-President





