
CENTER DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
This program is a fantastic transition opportunity for children's
 skill-building and independence.     - Drop in Program Parent

The program isn’t about kids waiting in a big gym - it’s about providing them with 
care, education and social development.    - ASAP Program Parent

The RFTS program has given me the knowledge to enjoy my child 
through all stages of her development.    - RFTS Parent

These quotes from a few of our program participants aptly illustrate the significant impact that Family 
Network has had on the young children and families of our community. For the past 25 years we have 
had the privilege of helping to foster the growth and development of thousands of young children and 
families. It is hard to believe that the first children who graduated from our original Parent Child Drop-
In Center are all grown up and will one day be starting families of their own. 

Family Network is proud of our history of supporting and strengthening generations of young children 
and families in our community. In FY07 our agency continued to meet our mission by serving 1,637 
participants in our center.  

This past year our Parent Child Center served 523 participants and expanded our services to meet the 
needs of single parents by offering a dinner and discussion group with activities for children from birth 
to age six. The Drop-In program also created a unique program during our Dual Language Mornings 
entitled “Sharing Traditions and Talents.” In this innovative and successful offering, Spanish and English 
speaking families came together to share meaningful customs and unique experiences from their vari-
ous cultures and backgrounds. 

Our Right From The Start Program grew to serve 1,055 participants. New groups to improve the health 
and well-being of our children and families were introduced including an aerobic class taught by a 
Spanish speaking instructor in which families exercise to the energetic rhythms of Latin America. Other 
preventative health related offerings focused on conditions impacting the Latino Community including 
childhood obesity and diabetes. As a direct result of the Right From The Start program, 100% of our 
prenatal participants were linked with a medical provider and attended at least five prenatal visits. Ad-
ditionally 99% of the enrolled children received all of their immunizations at appropriate ages.

Our After School Activity Program (ASAP) has experienced another successful year of programming in 
our classrooms. From homework help to structured activities such as science, arts and crafts and  spe-
cial events, the program continued to thrive and provide a unique enrichment experience for students 
from kindergarten to 5th grade. In response to the growing after school care needs of working families 
in the community, ASAP with the generous support of District 112 secured an additional classroom 
at our Wayne Thomas location. This collaborative effort will increase the program’s capacity to 70 
children in FY08.

Providing 25 years of superior service to the young children and families of our community is a signifi-
cant accomplishment that would not have been possible without our dedicated staff, Board, Advisory 
Committee, and volunteers. However in order for Family Network to maintain our position as one of 
the premier family support agencies in the area, we need your help. Your financial support is critical to 
help us continue to provide an expansive array of valuable services that both strengthen and enhance 
our community. 

Please consider supporting us so that we extend our services to future generations of Family Networkers 
for the next 25 years and beyond.

Jordan Friedman, Center Director

Our sincerest thanks go to all our donors. Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of this list. If we have made an error, please let us know 
by calling our office at 847/433-0377. We are grateful to all who share their time, talents, and treasures to help us fulfill our mission. We 
especially thank the Highland Park Presbyterian Church for the home they provide our agency.
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Rebekah & William Kaufman

Karl J. Landa

Caryl & Burt Lasko

Kristin Lerner

Angela & Marc Levenstein

Marliss Levin & Gil Levy 

Lois Levy

Emily & Robert Love

Elizabeth Mach & Larry Zinox 

Sada & Fred Mann

Sandra McCraren

Kristin & Sergio Meilman

J. Clifford Moos
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$50-$99 (Contributors)

Robert Abbott
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Dottie Palombo

Leah & Steven Pazol

Elaine & Noel Reitmeister
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Ellen Riley & Mark Flower 
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Susan Schultz
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Marla & Edward Sherwood
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Anita & Donald Silvert

Jeanne M. Somers
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Arlene & Clare Turek
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Natalie Ward

Anne Weeks

Nancy & Scott Wessel

Under $50 (Friends)

Chana & Paul Anderson

Karen & Michael Bashkin

Karen & David Benson

Patricia M. Bliss

Jane Boutet

Sonia Calles

Lawrence Chay

Debra & David Cohen

Margie & Vincent Conroy

Linda Davis

Devra Eisen

Sylvia Ephraim

Lois Falberg & Brian Sinder 

Susan Benjamin Feingold

Ruth & Gilbert Feldman

Laura Frisch

Nell & Larry Gertzfeld

Ruth Goldboss

Angela & Fredric Goldboss

Ruth & Alan Greenthal

Cathleen & Ahmed Hamili

Margaret Howard

Judith & Michael Huddleston

Michael Huston

Rita J. Hyland

Sarah Jane & Meyer Israel 

Andrea & Donald Jung

Renee & Gerald Kane

Hazzan & Joseph Kaszynski

Janice & Robert Kaufman

Wendy & Douglas Klatt

Linda & Harvey Knapp

Sylvia Krasner

Luisa & Leo Lara

Adrienne & Michael Levin

Phoebe & Ely Liebow

Nina Lipkin

Catherine Mach & Michael Donahue 

Kecia & José Márquez

Robin Merwin-Benda & Peter Benda 

Janet & Carl Norman

Ruth & Charles Provow

Sandra & Maurice Raizes

Harriet Richman

Eve & Scott Rooth

Elizabeth & Patrick Sassen

Judy & Lloyd Schad

Tamar & Ron Schwartz

Isadora Sherman

Judy Simon

Anne & Eugene Solar

Judith Stone

Rosalie Streng

Janet Swartz

Julie & Bob Wendt

In-Kind Contributors

Acts of Kindness Cabaret

Apple Tree Theater

ArtGlass Designs

Bayanihan Group of Abbott Laboratories

Beam Global Spirits & Wines

Bella Via Risttorante

Bellydance Maternity

Bent Fork Bakery

Bertucci’s Steak & Seafood

Bistro Zinc

Bluegrass Café

Brookfield Zoo

Burrito Beach

Calico Corners

Sonia  Calles

Casa del Gordo

La Casa de Isaac

Chicago Botanic Garden

Chicago Sweet Connection

Chipotle

The Cooling Station

Conan O’Brien Show

Country Kitchen

Crystal Clear Pool Service

Curry Hut

D & R Autoworks

Domino’s Pizza

Heather & Peter Donnelly

Do-Re-Me & You/Kindermusik

E. Street Kids

EJ Graphics Solution

Barbara & Barry Entin

Equestrian Connection

Flavors by Northsore Cookery

Flockhart Design, Inc.

Friedman & Friedman, Ltd.

Froggy’s

Gabriel’s

Lisa Beth Gansberg

Gee Beads

Donna & James Gottlieb

Great Harvest

Grossinger Chevrolet

Sue & Geoff Grossman

Gymboree

Hidden Creek Aqua Park

Highland Park Country Club

Highland Park Park District

Highland Park High School Preschool

Highland Park Recreation Center

Highwood Lanes

Bobbie & Rick Hinden

Karen & Mike Hohman

Michelle & Tom Holleman

Hot Tamales

Jamba Juice

JCJ Memorabilia

J Vineyards & Winery

Paula & Bob Johnson

Sue & Jim Kach

Kalish Catering & Co.

Kendall-Jackson Vineyard Estate

Kere’s Chiropractic

Kim & Scott’s Pretzel Bakery at Kohl

Kohl Children’s Museum

Lake Car Wash

Lakewood Dry Cleaners

Language Stars

Kirsten & Michael Laurie

Lenzen Designs

Lifetime Fitness of Minneapolis

Emily & Robert Love

Marta Meza

Martha Abelson Photography

Michael’s Hot Dogs

Miramar

Mocha Café and Wine Cellar

Caroline & John Moore

Moosejaw Mountaineering

Muller Honda

Music Together

Nail Shop

Noah’s Ark

Nora’s Skin Care

Norman Phillips of London

North Shore School of Dance

Norton’s

Nspire

Olga’s Day Spa

Once Upon A Bagel

Marisa & John Ozburn

Paper Source

Pastifico

Patty & Ken Pell

Penguin Publishing

Perfect Mix Jazz Ensemble

Piero’s Pizza

Joan Platt

Prager Winery and Port Works

Prairie Grass Café

Ramey Wine Cellars

Ravinia Festival

Red Lantern

Renaissance Place Theater

Salon Vole

Sam’s Wines and Spirits

Sault & Pepper

Judy & Lloyd Schad

Julie & Daniel Schaeffer

Scherrer Winery

Tracy & Carl Segal

Kathy Shea

Shutan Photography

Silpada Designs

Skokie Valley Laundry & Cleaners

Cathy & Greg Spencer

Starbucks @ Renaissance Place

Starland

Stash’s

Stephanie’S Spectacular Stuff

Sunset Foods

Sushi Kushi Too

Sonia Swanson

Tastefully Simple

Caryn & Paul Tatelli

Teresa’a Kitchen

Thomas Fogarty Winery & Vineyards

Three Tarts Bakery

Tony ‘n Tina’s Wedding

Trader Joe’s

Trax Tavern

Turley Wine Cellars

United Propane Exchange

Usborne Books

Viccino’s Pizza

Walgreen Drug Store

Walter E. Smithe

Wisconsin Glacier Springs Company

Whole Foods Market - Deerfield

Wildfire

Windy City Home Inspections

Wm. Wrgley Company

Wine Discount Center

Volunteers

Isabel Álvarez

Wendy Anker, LCSW

Shuddhananda Baba

Karen Benson

Ron Bernstein, CPA

Julianne Brand

Cladia Carpenter

Andrew Chay

Lisa Chay

Pam Chay

Debra Cohen

Anne Connors

Lorraine & Terrance DeMars

Cecelia Deslauriers, RN

Educators of Tommorow Club of HPHS

Judy Epstein

Barbara Farner

Ilyse Friedman

Bryna Gamson

Lisa Beth Gansberg

Neil Gershon

Donna Gottlieb

Ruth Greenthal, PhD

Arlene Handler, RN

Annemarie Hoehn

Amy & William Holleman

Nancy Jarvis

Lisa Jordan 

Paula Johnson

Eileen Kerem, RN

Gerry Kriser

Lois Kupritz

Kirsten Laurie

Lois Levy

Connie Loeffl

Mila Love

Tina Malnati

Mark Majoros

John Moore

Tinm Ness

Emily Ochoa

Ron Orgiefsky

Jennifer Ozburn

John Ozburn

Christina Persico

Andrew Pfeifer

Ruth Provow

Judith Schad

Julie Schaeffer

Lela Schneidman

Darline Scott, RN

Jeff Smith

Christina Sofiakis, LCSW

Cathy Spencer

Ruth Sterlin, LCSW

Paul Tatelli

Total Revenue: $702,041 Total Expenses: $682,990

Program Fees  22%

Programs  81%

Fundraising  2%
Administration  17%

United Ways  8%

Corporations   2%
Individual Fundraising 
& Special Events  8%

Foundations/Service Clubs  28%Government  32%
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Eric Ephraim 
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Alicia De La Cruz
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Michelle Holleman
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Edna Rachal
Jeannette Ramirez
Tracy Segal
Sonia Swanson
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Janet Freund 
President Emeritus

Martha Freeman *  
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CENTER DIRECTOR
Jordan Friedman, MSW, LCSW
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330 Laurel Avenue, Highland Park, IL  60035  847.433.0377

The Parent/Child Center

After School Activity Program (ASAP)

Right From The Start/Desde El Principio 

Our programs share a common mission:
 to promote the well-being of children from birth by supporting and 

strengthening their families in and with their communities.

The After School Activity Program (ASAP) continued to grow throughout the 2006-2007 school year. 
In addition to serving children with working parents from Lincoln School, the Indian Trail site was happy 
to include children from Ravinia School. Our Wayne Thomas site continued to thrive as well, with both 
sites offering enrichment activities taught by our highly qualified staff, daily help with homework in both 
Spanish and English, and opportunities for strengthening old friendships while forming new ones.   
The number of children attending ASAP continued to grow throughout the year, to the point where the 

program was unable to accommodate every family expressing a need for after school placement for 
their children. In an effort to continue to provide affordable, quality after school care for the increas-
ing number of District 112 children with working parents, Family Network and District 112 met and 
concluded that an additional ASAP classroom was needed. District 112 has been generous enough to 
allocate an additional classroom at Wayne Thomas for the  2007-2008 school year.
We are proud of ASAP’s accomplishments during its infancy: a warm, caring environment for a diverse 

population; creative, engaging activities each day; and achieving the goal of personal growth for each 
child.

Bobbie Hinden, Program Director

WHO WE SERVE

WHO WE SERVE

WHO WE SERVE

The Parent/Child Center continues to offer unique programs where parents come together for friendship 
and to share information while their young children are provided with enriching early experiences by a 
nurturing, professional staff in a secure environment. From our beginning, we have offered a “home away 
from home” for many first time parents, families new to the community, and especially families who do not 
have extended family nearby. We are committed to serving families from a wide variety of backgrounds, 
and offer an adjusted fee for those in need. Our new Single Parent Group provided dinner, discussion 
time, and supportive connections for single mothers with young children, and the group will be offered 
again in  2007-2008.   
We are very proud that our popular Dual Language Morning program has brought together English 

and Spanish speaking families every Thursday morning for six years! During the past year, we began a 
monthly “Sharing Traditions and Talents,” with parents and staff contributing ideas and activities aimed 
at increasing understanding and communication between the different cultural groups. Response from 
surveyed participants has been positive, and we plan to continue this program this year.
Despite numerous alternatives for parents of infants and toddlers, we know that young families continue 

to need the connection and support we offer and that the our mission is even more relevant today.   
Terry Beem, Program Coordinator

WHY IT MATTERS

WHY IT MATTERS

WHY IT MATTERS

PARENT/CHILD CENTER STAFF

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITY PROGRAM STAFF

RIGHT FROM THE START STAFF

BOBBIE HINDEN, PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Wayne Thomas Site
Ralph Brock, Site Coordinator/Teacher

Classroom 1
Lily Chan, Teacher
Brenda Ramirez, Teacher

Indian Trail Site
Melisa Larson, Site Coordinator/Teacher
Elaine Hertz London, Teacher

Classroom 2
Elva Velez, Head Teacher
Kaylee Longest, Teacher

TERRY BEEM, PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Marilú Marbán Betancourt, Teacher
Carol Brusslan, Teacher
Ruth Field, Social Worker

Barbara Garland, Baby & Me Room Facilitator
Jane Glickman, Teacher
Susan Grossman, Outreach Associate
Cathleen Hamili, Baby & Me Room Facilitator

Melisa Larson, Teacher
Patty Pell, Teacher
Helga Schrimmer, Teacher

NORA BARQUÍN, PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Dinora Arias, Driver/Child Care Provider
Marilú Marbán Betancourt, Child Care Provider

Bertha Chávez, Family Support Worker
Luisa Espinosa-Lara, Administrative Aide
Alejandra Martinez, Child Care Provider

Lucrecia Soruco, Family Support Worker
Luz Maria Vega, Child Care Provider
Lisa Wisniewski, Family Support Worker

523 enrolled participants
43 Dual Language mornings

3 Saturday Morning Family Programs
1 Multicultural Community Concert

3 Quarterly Family Nights
8 Single Parent Support Groups

59 students – K-5
6 district schools

7 Wayne Thomas students receiving scholarship 
3 Indian Trail students receiving scholarship 

11 full days
5 early dismissal days

November 2007

Dear Family Networkers,

It is with great excitement that we 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
Family Network. Since 1982, Fam-
ily Network has been a place for 
parents to gather, share their lives 
and watch their children grow. It is a 
place where children have come to-
gether to learn, to play and to build 
friendships. Over the past two and 
half decades, Family Network has 
grown from a parent/child drop-in center serving a handful of families to a burgeoning 
agency serving more than 300 families per year from over 30 surrounding communities.

Not only has our drop-in center grown, but our other programs as well. The Right From 
The Start /Desde El Principio Program, formed in 1994, was created to support the 
emerging Latino immigrant community in Highland Park and Highwood.  Right From the 
Start now serves 283 families in the greater community. The After School Activity Program 
(ASAP), begun in 2004, provides much needed after school care services for children 
of working parents. Over the past three years the program has grown to accommodate 
the needs of 70 children throughout North Shore District 112 at two elementary schools, 
Wayne Thomas and Indian Trail. 

Along with the changes to Family Network’s programs, you may also notice a change in 
our logo. Our Board of Directors offi cially adopted an updated logo in honor of our 25th 
anniversary. The new logo incorporates a graphic element of people representing Family
Network’s service to individuals growing in age and stages refl ecting the populations 
served in our 3 programs. The varying shades of people represent our agency’s diversity. 

Our programs may have grown and our logo may have changed but our mission remains 
the same. Family Network started with a vision and mission to support families in the com-
munity by starting a Drop-In center for families with young children. 

We have been fortunate to be able to expand on that mission throughout our twenty-fi ve 
year history because of the generous support of people like you. Please be generous 
when sending your contribution in the envelope enclosed. Thank you for 
being Family Network’s partner over the years. We eagerly look forward to 
our next 25 years with your continued support.

Sincerely,

Kirsten Laurie     Marisa Ozburn
Co-President     Co-President

Everything we do depends on you

RFTS continues to offer wrap-around services to Latino families in the community. We assist our clients 
with the transition to a new country, which sometimes can be a daunting process. While the immigrants 
get acculturated they can feel isolated. We advocate for their needs and help them bridge the gap of  
community services for native Spanish speakers. Our bilingual and bicultural staff supports them as they 
navigate the American culture. At RFTS we teach skills that help them participate in their children’s lives 
in a broader context to participate in the society. 
In collaboration with many agencies in the community we have enriched RFTS services to provide a 

larger impact on our clients’ lives. Our broad range of services provides parents with information, support 
and networking opportunities. Our ESL classes include a new component: the parents read a book aloud 
in English to their children, and make a hand craft related to the book. These activities promote parent-
child interaction and English literacy in a fun and engaging way for the families.
Another new component for RFTS is the “Music and Movement” program in which children and their 

parents experience music, singing in English and Spanish, movement and instrument playing. 
At RFTS we are looking to the future to develop new program components that help us with our goal of 

promoting healthy families.
                                                                                              Nora Barquín, Program Coordinator

1,055 Enrolled Participants
35 Prenatal Groups
21 Parent Education Groups
13 Hospital Visits
491 Home Visits

46 My Baby & Me Groups
67 ESL Classes
26 Jewelry Classes
26 Sewing Classes
45 Fitness, Yoga & Nutrition Classes

8 Summer Swim Groups
10 Couples Sessions
36 Toddler/School Readiness Classes
717 Participants at Family Events

www.familynetworkcenter.org




